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Chh’garh: PM hails govt’s efforts to save
crops from efiects of climate change

OUR CORRESPONDENT

RAIPUR: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
inaugurated the new campus
of the National Institute of Bio-
tech Stress Management here
through a video conference.
He appreciated the Chhattis-
garh government’s efforts to
make farming more profit-
able and to save crops from
the effects of climate change.
In his address to the inau-
gural programme, Prime Min-
ister especially mentioned the
Gauthans built under Suraji
Gaon Yojna and cow dung
procurement under Godhan
Nyay Yojana. He praised the
state government for utilising
the cow dung procured in the
Gauthans for production of
organic manure and now for

generating electricity.

He said that the Millet
Mission launched by the state
government to promote the
production was the need of
the hour.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel attended the inaugu-
ration programme through
video conferencing from his
residence office.

While  congratulating
everyone including Prime
Minister, Baghel said that
Chhattisgarh will have active
and extensive participation
in the awareness campaign
launched by the government
of India for the promotion of
climate tolerance techniques
and methods.

He also mentioned in
detail the challenges of cli-
mate change. He said that

many steps have been taken to
minimise the effects of climate
change in Chhattisgarh. Efforts
are being made to improve the
rural economy by conserving
the natural resources and by
ensuring better utilisation of
local resources through Narva,
Garwa, Ghurva, Bari. Many
Initiatives have been taken
under Godhan Nyay Yojana
and Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana to make agriculture a
profitable occupation.

Agriculture  Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Advisor
to Chief Minister Pradeep
Sharma, Additional Chief Sec-
retary to Chief Minister Subrat
Sahu, Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr Kamalpreet
Singh and other officers were
present at Chief Minister’s res-
idence office.
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launch today

India gets first herbicide-tolerant
& non-GM rice varieties; launch
today

The varieties — Pusa Basmati 1979 and Pusa Basmati
1985 — contain a mutated acetolactate synthase (ALS)
gene making it possible for farmers to spray
Imazethapyr, a broad-spectrum herbicide, to control
weeds.




B To address climate
change, malnutrition

New Delhi, Sep 28 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday launched 35 crop
varieties with special
traits -- developed by the
Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) -- to address the
twin challenges of climate
change and malnutrition.

The new crop varieties
were dedicated to the na-
tion through a video con-
ference organised at all
ICAR institutes, state and
central agricultural uni-
versities and Krishi
Vighyan Kendra.

During the virtual cere-
mony, Modi also inaugu-
rated the newly construct-
ed campus of the National
Institute of Biotic Stress
Tolerance (NIBST),
Raipur.

He also distributed the
'Green Campus Award' to
four agricultural universi-
ties and interacted with
farmers who use innova-
tive methods, before ad-
dressing a gathering.

Modi said, "More than
1,300 seed varieties have
been developed. Today, 35
more crop varieties have
been dedicated to farmers.
These crop varieties or
seeds will address the
challenge of climate
change and malnutrition."”

£
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicates 35 crop varieties with special traits to the Nation, through
video conferencing, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PM inaugurates NIBST, Raipur campus

During the virtual ceremony, Modi also inaugurated the newly
constructed campus of the National Institute of Biotic Stress
Tolerance (NIBST), Raipur. Talking about biotic stress caused
due to climate change, the Prime Minister said Raipur-based
NIBST will conduct research on ways to address biotic stress on
the farm sector. The manpower will be trained to come out with
solutions, thereby promoting the agriculture sector and farm-
ers' income. "We are aware of crop damage caused due to pest
attack. We had faced locust attacks last year in the midst of the
pandemic. We took several steps to address the problem and
saved farmers from incurring huge damage," he said, adding
that NIBST has a big responsibility in this regard.

‘Climate change big challenge’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday said climate change
is a big challenge not only for the farm sector but also for the
entire ecosystem, and efforts needed to be stepped up to
address the problem. Modi called for collective efforts and con-
tinuous intensive research to deal with the climate change,
which is adversely impacting the output of agriculture and
allied sectors, thereby causing huge losses to farmers. The
prime minister was addressing farmers and other stakeholders
through video conferencing after launching 35 new crop vari-
eties with special traits to address climate change and malnu-
trition. In the last six-seven years, science and technology are
being used on a priority basis to solve the challenges related to
agriculture, he said, adding that the joint efforts of farmers and
scientists will give better results.

The crop varieties have
been developed keeping in
mind different kinds of
problems faced in the farm
sector: Some crop varieties
are meant for areas facing
less water and some for
areas suffering from crop
diseases, he said. In the last
six-seven years, the govern-
ment has used science and
technology on priority
basis to solve challenges
faced in the agriculture
sector; he said, adding that
focus is developing seeds
with high nutrition con-
tent and adaptability to
new conditions, especially
climate change.

Talking about biotic
stress caused due to cli-
mate change, the Prime
Minister said Raipur-based
NIBST will conduct re-
search on ways to address
biotic stress on the farm
sector. The manpower will
be trained to come out with
solutions, thereby promot-
ing the agriculture sector
and farmers' income.



